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An Brief Introduction to Environmental History
JIAO Ren-ming

(Research Centre for Cultural History of Modern Society, History School, Liaoning University, Shenyang 110036, China)

Abstract: Environmental history is an emerging cross—discipline which bridges the gap between history and the natural
sciences. Its object of study mainly includes human—environment interaction, natural ecological and environmental constrainis on
human activity, impact of human activities on the natural environment. Ecological civilization view of history is the central guiding
theory; its research methods are made up of traditional history research methods, and methods employed in other social sciences
and natural sciences, among which comprehensive mutual verification between history and facts, fieldwork, oral interview,
statistical methods are the most effective. The discipline expands the field of historiography, and plays an imporiant role in
increasing scientific elements and strengthening the publicity of historiography.

Key Words: environmental history; eco—civilization view of history; public history
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