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The Thinking Characteristics of Historiography in Ancient China

WANG Gao—xin
(Center for Theory and History of Historiography, School of History,
Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: Through multiple thoughts on objects, characteristics, methods and purposes of historical
researches, historiography in ancient China gradually forms its thinking characteristics with ethnic fla-
vor. First, there is the holistic thinking of “exploration of combination of heaven and human”, aim-
ing to discover the relationship of heaven ang human, taking heaven and human as a whole. Second,
there is the flexible thinking of “connection of ancient and modern variations”, aiming to discover
the relationship of ancient and modern, reviewing the prosperity and decline through this procedure.
Third, there is the innovative thinking of “creation of a philosophy of one’s own”, striving to get in-
sightful views on historical thoughts, recount the general idea, the stylistic rules and the layout of a
book on historical compilations. Fourth, there is the warning thinking of “taking history as a mirror”,
based on the awareness of unexpected development, making reference to the political reality by writ-
ing about the rise and fall throughout history. Fifth, there is the double thinking of “seeking truth
and morality”, demanding to seek the truth of historical facts in order to reflect the truth of history,
as well as the truth of morality so as to maintain social and political ethics.However, the truth of his-
torical facts must be ruled by the truth of morality. The specific elaboration of the thinking character-
istics of historiography in ancient China will help us get a better understanding of the ethnic flavor
of Chinese historical thoughts,

Key words: historiography in ancient China; thinking characteristics; exploration into the combination
of heaven and human; connection of ancient and modem variations; creation of a philosophy of one’
s own; taking history as a mirror; seeking truth and morality
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