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A Sociolinguistic Analysis on Khorchin Mongolian Placename

BAO Yu—zhu
(Institute of Minonity Languages, Minzu University of Beijing 100081, China

Abstract: Sorted by word meaning, Khorchin Mongolian village names may be devided into 4 types: geo-
graphical name type, clan or personal name type, vocational name type and family numbered type. By geograph-
ical village names, Khorchin people mainly have been belonged to the mountainius tribal society; By clan or per-
sonal name type of village names, Khorchin people were composed by many clans; By occupational village
names Khorchin people had had developed animal husbandry, hunting, and mountainy nursery and planting,
while agriculture and other industry had also been developed ; By family numbered ty pe of village names, a vil-
lage of Haraqin was ruther samall, of which 3, 5, 7, 0r 8 households included . To form the rural management
network, village name is extended by plussing some prefix to front of the village name, while upper — level of
the administrative unit is named after the core village. The way of Haragin Mongolian placename developed into
Han— Chinese includes many different processes such as transliteration, transliteration plus free translation, free
translation plus free translation, free translation, parallel name, rename, etc. . Evolution of geographical names
is a type of language change.
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